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ACTION MMO-02 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SS-I5 SP-02 PER-OI ABE-OI NEA-IO /032 W 

073346 

R28I542Z JAN 76 
PM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1477 

CONPIDENTIAL TUNIS 0571 

POR DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY EAGLEBURGER FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AFSP TS 

SUBJECT: MODE: REDUCTION IN USIS TUNIS 

REF: 75 STATE A-4171 

1 . I HAVE JUST COMPLETED MODE REVIEW OP OVERALL US 
PRESENCE IN TUNISIA, AND IN THIS CONTEXT I HAVE 
COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT USIS TUNIS DOES NOT 
NEED A FULL-TIME INPORMATION OFPICER. THOSE RE- 
SPONSIBILITIES OP INPORMATION OPFICER WHICH INVOLVE 
CONTACTS WITH TUNISIAN PRESS SHOULD BE ASSUMED 
BY PAO. THESE ARE NOT EXCESSIVE SINCE TUNISIAN 
PRESS IS EXCEEDINGLY TAME, AND THRE ARE ONLY A 
HANDPUL OF USEFUL CONTACTS. IN OUR VIEW, WIRELESS 
PILE AND PILM PROGRAM, WHICH ALSO IN INPORMATION 
OPFICER'S PURVIEW, CAN ADEQUATELY BE HANDLED BY VERY 
COMPETENT LOCAL STAFP, WITH MINIMUM OP AMERICAN 
SUPERVISION. BELIEVE THAT PAO HAS TIME ON HIS 

HANDS AND COULD EASILY HANDLE THIS ADDITINAL 
ROLE. PURTHERMORE, IT SO HAPPENS THAT PRESENT 
PAO IS EXPERIENCED WITH PRESS, SPEAKS ARABIC, 

AND COULD DO MUCH AT THIS FUNCTION. HIS SUCCESSORS 
SHOULD BE SELECTED WITH THIS REQUIRMENT IN MIND. 

2. PAO RUGGIERO RELUCTANTLY AGREES THAT HIS 
AMERICAN STAPF CAN PROBABLY BE CUT PROM SIX TO PIVE, 

BUT HE NOT RPT NOT YET SURE WHETHER INPORMATION 
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OPFICER IS POSITION HE WOULD ELIMINATE. NEVERTHELESS, 
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I URGE THAT WE PROCEED WITH MY RECOMMENDATION TO 
ELIMINATE INEORMATION OFEICER POSITION, TRANSFERRING 
PRESENT INCUMBENT WHEN SUITABLE OPENING ARISES. 

(INCUMBENT HAS ALREADY BEEN HERE TWO YEARS.) 

SEELYE 
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